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CAVEAT 


AGAINST THE 


METHODISTS. 


| SECTION I. 

The Methodiſis are not the People of God: they are 
not true Goſpel Chriſtians : nor is their new raiſed 
Soctety the true Church of Chrift, or any Pan 
Fit. 


LL this is clearly demonſtrated, by unde- 
A niable Evidence of the Word of God, from 
innumerable Texts, both of the Old and 

New Teſtament, marking out to us the People of 
God, in the Society of the true Church of Chriſt, 


by ſuch Characters, as can by no ways agree to 


the Methodiſis, or any other new raiſed Set or Com- 
munion. | 

The Old Teſtament is full of illuftrious Prophe- 
cies, relating to the Church of Chrift, that is to 
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fay, to the People of God under the Law of Chriſt, | ay 


And the New Teſtament is no leſs explicit, in the 


glorious Promiſes it makes, and the glorious Cha- 
racters it gives to this ſame Church or Society of 
Chriſt. 

The Prophecies of the Old Teſtament concern- 


ing the Church of Chrift, may be ſeen 1/aiah ii. 2. 


&c. chap. ix. 6, 7. chap. xxxv. 4, 5, 8. chap. liv. 
I, 2, &c. , 10, 13, 17. Chap. lix. 19, 20, 21, 


_ chap. Ixi. 2, 3, II, 12, 5, 16, 18, &c. chap. Ixii. 
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1, 2, 4, 6, &c. Jeremiah xxxi. 31, &c. 35, 36, 37. 
Chap. xxxiii. 14, 17, 20, 21. Ezekiel xxxvii. 24, 
&c. Daniel ii. 34, 35, 44. Pſalm xlviii. 1, &c. 8. 
P/. Ixxii, 5, 7, 8, 11. Pſ. lxxxix. 3, 4, 27, &c. 
Fh. exxxiii. 13, 14. 

The Promiſes made to the Church of Chrift, 
and the glorious Characters given to it, in the New 
Teſtament, are found St. 2 Mx chap. xvi. 18. 
chap. xviii. 17, 18. chap. xxviii. 18, 19, 20. St. 
Luke chap. i. 33. chap. x. 16. St. John chap. x. 
16. chap. xiv. 16, 17, 26. chap. xvi. 13. Epheſians 
Iv. 11, 12, &c. chap. v. 23, 24, &c. 1 Timothy iii. 
14, 15. 

Now all theſe Prophecies, all theſe Promiſes, all 
theſe glorious Characters ſet down in the Scriptures, 
relating to the Church of Chriſt, or the People of 
God of the New Teſtament, evidently point out to 
us a Society, founded by Chriſt himſelf, with all 
Power and Authority from him ; and by his Com- 
miſſion, propagated far and near throughout the 
World: a Society, which from this Beginning 
ſhould ever flouriſh till Time itſelf ſhould end : 
ever one, ever holy, ever orthodox ; founded upon a 
Rock, Proof againſt all the Powers of Hell ; ſecured 
againſt Error by the perpetual Preſence and Aſſiſt- 


ance of Chrift, her King, her Shepherd, and her 


Spouſe ; 
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Spouſe; who is the Way, the Truth, and wo, "i 
ever taught and directed by his Spirit, the Holy” 

Ghoſt, the Spirit of Truth : furniſhed by him with 


a perpetual Succeſſion of Church Guides, Paſtors 
and Teachers, divinely appointed, and divinely aſ- 
ſiſted : favoured by a folemn Oath of God himſelf, 
promiſing his Peace and loving Kindneſs for ever; 
and affured by him, that his Spirit, the pure Pro- 
feſſion of his Words, his Light and his Sanctuary, 
ſhould be with her for evermore, &c. Such is evi- 


dently the Scripture Character of Chriſt's Church, 


and of the true Society of Goſpel Chriſtians, or of 
the People of God of the New Teſtament. As 
then 'tis. viſible that no part of this Character is 
applicable to the Methodiſis, or any other new 
raiſed Sea, who have no Succeſſion from, nor 
Communion with that original, never-failing, one, 
Holy, catholic and apoſtolical Society, founded by 
Chriſt, and deſcending from him : it muſt be evi- 
dent, that neither the Methodiſis, nor any other 
modern Sect, can poſſibly be any Part of the People 
of God, or true Goſpel Chriſtians. 

In a word, the Society of the true People of God, 
under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, is, according to the 
Scriptures, a Society founded by Chriſt upon a Rack, 


ever ſubſiſting, and victorious over Death and Hell, 


ever one, holy and apoſtolical : But the Methodiſts, 
who were never heard of for ſeventeen hundred 
Years after Chriſt, are no ſuch Society, nor have 
any Communion with any ſuch Society : therefore 
the Methodiſts are no Part of the People of God 
they are no Goſpel Chriſtians, | | 
Hence it follows, that they have no ſhare in the 
Scriptures ; nor any Right to apply to themſelves 
any of thoſe Scripture Texts, which were addreſſed 
to the People of God, or to the true Chrildren of 
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Mi of Chiiſt: for they v were e not gef gned 
tor them, nor written to them. Me inaw, ſays the 
Apoſtle, Rom. iii. 19. that chat things ſoever the 
Lato faith, it faith to them that are under the Law. 
$5 in like manner, what things are ſpoken. in the 
New Teſtament are ſpoken to the Children of the 
New T:/tament, the one, holy, catholic and apo- 
ſtolic Church of Chriſt: the Metbodiſis, or any 
other modern Sectaries have no ſhare in them; they 
are quite out of the queſtion. = 


S ECT. II. 


The Miibad'f CR are nat the true Min Mer; of 
„ 9s Wt: ner are they called or ſent by him. 


T HIS follows from what bas been already ge- 
monſtrated: for if the Hethodiſis, as we have 


ſeen above, are not the true People of Chriſt, their 
Miniſters of courſe cannot be the true Miniſters of 


| Chriſt, 


The fame is further proved, becauſe the true Mi- 


< niſters of Chriſt can be no others, than ſuch as 


come down by Succeſſion from the Apoſtles of 
Chriſt, But the Mathodiſt Teachers do not come 
down from the Apoſtles of Chriſt. Therefore the 
Methodi/t Teachers are not the true Miniſters of 
Chrift: and conſequently they have no manner of 
Power or Commiſſion from him to bleſs in his 
Name, or to preach his Word, or to adminiſter his 
Sacraments, | 
All ſpiritual Power, Juriſdiction and Authori- 

ty in the Church of Chriſt, muſt come from 


nim; and cannot be Ae without a cri- 


mina] Preſumption and Uſurpation, any otherwiſe 


than by Commiſiom from him : fo that whoſoever 
intrudes 


enn? “ 
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intrudes himſelf, of his own Head, into the paſtoral * 


Office, or any of the ſpiritual Functions of the 


Church, in the Language of the Scripture, is a 
Thief and a Robber, St. John x. 1. Now there are | 
but two Ways, that this divine Commiſſion (without 
which it would be High Treaſon, againſt God to 
uſurp the Office, or Functions of his Delegates and 


Minifters) ean be imparted to any Perſan, viz, 


either immediately by God himſelf, as he ſent 
Aoſes and the Prophets in the Old Teftament, and 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles in the New or elle 
by being licenſed and empowered by Men, who 
have that Authority handed down to them, fromthoſe 
who were originally commiſſioned by God; of which 
kind is the Miſſion and Calling of the ordinary Paſ- 
tors of the Church of Chri/t, deriving their ſpiritual 
Power, Juriſdiction and Authority from the Apoſ- 
tles; who were commiſſioned by Chri/? himſelf; as 
my Father ſent me, I ſend you, St. Jobn xx. with a 
Promiſe of his abiding with them, and with their 
Succeſſors for ever, Lo I am with you akvays, even 


to the End of the Wirld, Matt. xxvili. 20. 


Now the Methadift Teachers have no ſhare at 
all in this divine Commiſſiau; it has not been im- 


patted to them, either of theſe Ways. They have 


not that, extraordinary Miſſion immediately from 


God himſelf, as Moſes and the Prophets; Chri/t 


and the Apoſtles had: becauſe they cannot, (as they 
cid) produce their Patents, ſtampt with the broad 


Seal of Heaven; they could never yet work any 


one evident Miracle in Proof of their being the ex- 
traordinary Delegates of God: For God would not 


have us to receive any, as immediately ſent from 
ham, without their producing their proper Creden- 


tials, ſigned and ſealed by him: otherwiſe we might 


be daily expoſed to the Danger of receiving aſe 


A 4 Prophets, 


a ů ——— ͤ — on 


Prophets, and . 
ver fail to boaſt of the Spirit, and to cry out the 
Tord, the Lord; though the Lord never ſent them. 
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toes in Sheeps Cloathing, who ne- 


So that we have a right to conclude, that ſuch as 
cannot produce extraordinary Proofs of their being 


ſent, in an extraordinary Manner, immediately 


from God himſelf, were indeed never ſent in this 
Manner by him : fince God's ſending his Delegates 
to Men,” neceſtarily implies an Obligation in Men 
to receive thoſe whom he ſends ; which Obligation 
could by no Means take Place, where theſe pre- 
tended Delegates could not produce their Creden- 


tials. Therefore the Methodit Teachers who 


can produce no fuch Proof of their immediate Mif- 
ſion from God himſelf, have in effect received no 
ſuch extraordinary Comm iſſion from bim. 
Neither have theſe new Teachers any ſhare in 
the ordinary Miſſion or Vacation of God's Miniſters, 
derived by Succeſſion from Chriſt's firſt Commiſ- 
ſioners the Apoſtles, through the Channel of the 
Church: For none ofthe undoubted Succeflors ofthe 


. Apoſtles in Chriſt's Church, ever imparted this Com- 


miſſion to the Methodifts ; none of them ever ſent, 


or authorized Mr. M — d, or Mr. /—fi—y, 


or any of their Aſſociates, to preach their Metho- 


aiſm': they ſtand divided in Communion, from all 
Churches, that have any Pretenſions to Antiquity : 
their Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith alone, in the 


Manner they maintain it, was anathematized at its 


firſt Appearance, by the undoubted Heirs of the 


Apoſtles, the Paſtors of the apoſtolic Churches: 


therefore they could have no Commiſſion from 


them, or through them, to preach, or teach, or exe- 
cute any of the paſtoral Functions; and, conſe- 
quently, they preach without being ſent at all from 


God, either in the ordinary, or extraordinary Way; 


EE they 
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SECT, It 


| The Methodift Teachers have not the Marks by which 


the Scriptures would have us to know the true Mi- 
_ mifters of Chriſt ; nor do their Fruits any ways. re- 
ſemble thoſe of the firſt Teachers of Chriſtianity. 


Fir, JD ECAUSE, as we have ſeen above, 
| they preach without being ſent, 2 


to the Apoſtle, Rom. x. 15. They hive taken tf 


Honour of the paſtoral Miniſtry to themſelves, without 


. being called of God, as was Aaron, Heb. v. 4. They 
enter not into the Sheepfold by ihe Door, but climb up 
another 1ay : which is the Mark given by our Lord, 


8. John x. I. of Thieves and Robbers. 


Secondly, Becauſe they refuſe to ſubmit their 


preaching to the Trial of the ordinary Paſtors, ſuc- 
. ceeding the Apoſtles in the Government of Chriſt's 


Church : which is an evident mark that they are not 
of Ged ; according to the beloved Diſciple, 1 Jahn 


iv. 6. He that knaweth God, heareth us : (the Apol- 


tles and their Succeſſors) He that is not of Gad, 
beareth not us : by this we know the Spirit of Truth, 


and the Spirit of Error. 


Thirdly, Becauſe under the Sheeps Claathing, which 
they affect to put on, they bring not forth the Fruits 
by which our Lord would have us know and diſ- 


. cern his true Miniſters, from the falſe Ah 55 of 
. whom he admoniſhes us to beware, St, 


alt. vii. 
15. By the Sheeps Cloathing, is meant an outward 
ſhew of Religion? a fair Outſide, a formal Cant, lard- 
ed with Scraps of Scripture, wreſted to ſerve a turn; 

| 9 5 much 
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they have intruded themſelves into the Miniſtry, - 
of their own Head ; ſent by no other but by him, 


who ſent all the falſe Prophets from the Beginning. 
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much boaſting of the Spirit, and of the 771th, and 
crying out, the Lord, the Lord; whilſt both the 
Lord and his Spirit is far from their Hearts; and his 
Truth is not amongſt them. This has been more 
or leſs the character of all falſe Prophets from the 
Beginning, they have generally put on the Sheeps 
Claathing; they have all pretended to Godlineſs; 
they have all quoted the Scriptures, and boaſted of 
the Spirit, &c. and being indeed no better than 
Miniſters of Satan, have 3 to make them- 
ſelves appear as the Miniſters of Righteouſneſs, 1 
Cor. xi. 15. But their Fruits have always bewrayed 
them; ſuch as thofe the Apoſtle deſcribes (1 Tim. 
iv. 2. 2 Tit. iii. 2, 5, 16. viz. that they ſpeak Lies 
in Hypoiriſy, —that they are Lovers of themſelves, cove- 
tous (that is Lovers of Money) Boaftcrs,proud, (preach- 
ing up themſelves)—having a Form of 93 but 
denying the Power thereof: —that they creep into Houſes, 
and take captive filly omen laden with Sins ever 
learning, and never able to come to the Knowledge of the 
Truth and who, by a juſt Judgment of God, are 
given up to a /?rong Deluſion, that they fhould believe 
Lie; becauſe they would not receive the Love of 
the Truth, that they might be ſaved, 2 The. ii. 10. 
But how different were the Fruits by which the 
Apoſtles, and the other firft Preachers of Chriſtiani- 
ty, ſhewed themſelves to be the true Miniſters of 
Chriſt ! Like their great Maſter they were meet 
and humble of Heart : they preached not themſetves, 
but Chrift crucified : they made no Boaft of them- 
ſelves; nor began with publiſhing the preterded 
Dealings of God with them, or the Journals of their 
own Travels and Labours ; for they /ought not their 
otim Glory, but purely the Glory of their Maſter. 
They were poor in Spirit, and poor in effect too, 
for Silver and Gold they bad nene, Acts iii. 6. They 
on Were 


1 
were no Lovers of this Mammon of Unrighteouſne ſs : 
they laid up no Treaſures upon Earth: they married 
no rich Fortunes; they had no Bankers or Caſh- 
keepers; they built no ſtately Palaces, to hold 
forth in; they 79 2 no Coaches, nor Horſes: they 
were perſectly diſintereſted, with regard to filthy 
Lucre; they devoured not the Houſes of WWidews „un- 
der Pretext long Prayer, Matt. xx111. 14 3 "I 
neither exacted, nor received from the Faithful, 
what they could not give, without Detriment to 
their Families; much leſs did they ſuffer Wives to 

ive to them the Subſtance of their Huſbands, &c. 
But giving no Offence in any thing, that heir Miniſ- 
try might not be blamed——they apprev d themſelves 
in all things, as the Miniſters of God, in_much Pa- 
tience, in Aflictions, in Neceſſities, in Diftreſſes, in 
Stripes, in Imprijonments, in Tumults, in Labuurs, in 
Faichings, in Faſtings, by Pureneſs (and Chaſity) by 
Knowledge, by Long-ſuffering, by Kindneſs, by the Holy 
G, by Love unfergned, by the Mord of Truth, by the 
Armeur of Fuſtice, on the Right Hand, and on the Left. 
&c. 2 Cor. vi. Such were the Fruits, they ſhewed 
forth in themſelves. _ 

And as to the Fruits, which by their preaching, 
they produced in others; theſe were manifeſt ta the 
whole World, in the ſaintly Lives of their Con- 
verts, the primitive Chriſtians. Their Doctrine 
perpetually inculcated the Neceſſity of Penitence, as 
well as of Faith; of a thorough Converſion of Sin- 
ners from their evil Ways ; of a Change of Heart, 
and of a Change of Lite; of keeping all the Cam- 
mandments, in order to Life : everlaſting; of not 
truſting to Faith alone; but joining with their 
Faith, good Works, and continuing in Goodneſs to the 
End. They drove none into Deſpair, by. their 
preaching; the bruiſed Reed they did nat break; 
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and the 83 Fla they did not extinguiſh : 
neither did they preach up to any Perſons, 
under the Name of Faith, a preſumptuous Aſſurance 
of their own Juſtification and eternal Salvation, by 
Faith alone but father, they exhorted all Men to 
WORK out their Saluation with Fear and Trembling, 
Phil. ii. 12. To labour, by good Works, to make 
their Election ſure, 2 Pet. i. io. Telling them, that 
he who thinketh Bimpelf to land, muſt take heed left be 
Fall, i Cor. x. 12. That ſuch as are engrafted in 
the Stock, and now tand by Faith, muſt not be high- 
minded, but fear, left otherwife they be cut off, and 
periſh everlaſtingty, Rem. xi. 20, 21, 22. That 
fuch as are now in Grace, muſt take care to hold 
faſt that which they have, leſt another take their 
Crown, Rev. iii. 11. That they that run in the 

. Chriſtian Race, or that ſtrive for the Maſtery, muſt 
ſo run, and ſo fight, as to obtain the Prize; but 
never to think themſelves ſecure, tilF the Race is 
over, and the Fight is at an end : by the Example 
of the great Apoſtle himſelf, who in this Warfare 
thought it neceſfary to keep under his Body, and bring 
it into Sul jection; leſt by any Means after having 
preached to others, he himſelf ſhould be a Caſt-away, 1 
Cor. ix. 26,27. Can any one be ſo prefumptuous, 
as to think himſelf more ſecure than the Apoſtle? 
Serely, ſuch as diſdain this humble Fear, mult have 
been given up in Puniſhment of the Pride of their 
Hearts, to an incurable Blindnefs by him, who ever 
re . the proud, and to the humble gives bis Grace, 
1 Pet. v. 5. 

By this Contraſt between the true Miniſters ſent 
by Cbhriſt, to preach his Goppel, and the falſe Prophets 
who ſeek to impoſe upon us, ” the Sheeps Cloath- 
ing, ahd fo beguile us of our Faith; and between 
che different Fruits, which each ſort produce, the 
1.9 3 | a one 
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one very good and the other very evil; it will be 
eaſy for any ſincere Chriſtian, who loves the Truth, 
and defires not to be deceived, to makea Judgment 


in the preſent Caſe, whether theſe new Teachers 


are to be received, as bearing the Marks, and pro- 
ducing the Fruits of the primitive and apoſtolic 
Preachers; or to be rejected, as reſembling much 
more the falſe Prophets ; and bringing forth Fruits 
which can never come from a' good Tree; even 
the very worſt of Fruits, of an incurable Pride, 
Self-conceit, Preſumption, Contempt of all others, 
&c. Evils moſt hateful to God, and moſt pernicious 
to the Souls of Men. | 


SECT. IV. 


The Methodifts Rule of Fir is not the Rule of true 
Chriſtian Faith. 


T HE true Rute of the Chriſtian's Faith, is the 
Mord of God ; not as interpreted by every pri- 


vate Chriſtian for himſelf ; nor as interpreted for” 


him by the private Spirit of any particular Teacher, 
but as duly propoſed, and interpreted, by the Church 
of Chriſt; (which was originally entruſted with the 
whole Word of God) and by the great Body of 
the Church Guides, the Biſhops and Paſtors, Suc- 


ceſſors of the Apoſthes, who were authorized by 


bore gt to be the authentic Interpreters of 
his Word, and Judges of all Controverſies relating 
to it. See St. Matt. xvi. 18. chap. xvini. 17. chap. 
xxviii. 19, 20. St. Lake x. 16. St. John xiv. 16, 175 
26. chap. xvi. 13. Eph. iv. 11, 12, &c. 1 Tim. iii. 
15. 1 Jahn iv. 6. Jſaiab lix. 19, 20, &c: | 
The Methodiſts Rule of Faith, is the written 
Ward of God, not as interpreted for _—_ = 
' urc 


ö fees, but only themſelves. 
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Church of Chri#; but by their own private 
Judgment alone; or by the private Spirit of 
their new Teachers; independent on any Church 
Authority, or the Interpretation ' of any Church 
Guides, Fathers, or Councils, ancient or mo- 
dern; or any living Fudge L 4 religious Controver- 
his wild Syſtem they 
are all obliged to maintain; or to give up their 
new Religion ; which cannot be otherwiſe ſupport- 
ed ; againſt the whole Body of Church Guides, and 
all Church Authority, which viſibly ſtands againſt 
them. And in Conſequence of this Syſtem of their 
Rule of Faith, every particular Methodiſi may, and 
ought to ſtand by his own private Comments, on 
the Scripture, provided he ſincerely believes them to 
be true; how abſurd ſoever they may appear to all 
other Chriſtians, and how contrary ſoever to the In- 
terpretations and Deciſions of the whole Body of 
Church Guides of divine Appointment ; ar all 
the reſt of the World; and againſt the whole 
Church of Christ. 
Nov ſuch a Rule of Faith as this, muſt needs un- 
hinge all divine Faith, and reſolve it into uncertain 
Opinions, and idle Imaginations. So that theſe new 
Teachers, and all their Followers, who all ſteer by 
this Rule of their own private Interpretation of the 
- Seriptures, have, in effect, no true Chriſtian Faith 
at all. For although the Scriptures, taken in their 
true Meaning, intended by the Holy Ghoſt, be in- 
deed the unerring Word of God, the Sovereign 
Truth; and capable of grounding the infallible 
Certainty of true divine Faith; in Favour of the 
humble Chriſtian, who receives them, and believes 
them, according to that Senſe, in which they are de- 
livered to him, by the Church of Chriſt; to + 
% th 


 vity every Underſtanding to the Obedience Chriſt; 


Phe oy, 

the Scriptures, together with their true Meaning 
were originally committed by the Apoſtles : ”F'is 
not fo with regard to the Metbadiſis private Inter- 


pretation of the Scriptures, which Interpretation of 
their's is not the Tord of God, but their own Word ; 


and ſuggeſted by their own Spirit: nor can th 


have any infallible Certainty (ſuch as that of drvine 
Faith ought to be) of the Truth of the Meamng, 
which they put upon thoſe Texts of Scripture, up- 
on which they ground their Syſtem of Religion: 
and conſequently they can have no divine Faith of 
the Doctrine they profeſs ; but only mere human 


Opinion, which is ſtill more evidently true, with re- 


gard to the diſtinguiſhing Articles of Methodiſim; in 
which their Comments on the Scripture claſh with 
the Senſe and Meaning in which all other Chriſtians; 
and amongſt theſe, very many, both holy and learned; 
have always underftood thoſe ſame Texts of Holy 
Writ: not to ſpeak of the Authority of God's holy 
Church, which difallows of their new Interpreta- 
tions of the Scripture. | 

Moreover, this Syſtem of theirs, which autho- 
rizes every particular Chriſtian, to regulate his Be- 
lief by his own private Interpretation of the Scrip- 
ture; without being obliged to ſubmit his Judgment 


therein to any Church, or Church Authority What- 


ſoever, is condemned by the expreſs Words of the 


Scripture itſelf, telling us, 2 Pet. i. 20. that no Pro- 


phecy of the Scripture is of private Interpretation. 
Tis contrary to that Obedience, and to that Sub- 
miſſion to eccleſiaſtical Superiors, . and ſpiritual 


Guides, which the Scripture requires of all private 


Chriſtians, Heb. xiii. 7, 17, Sc. &c. and to that 
caſting down of Imaginations, and bringing into Capti- 


of 
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of which the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 Cor. x. 4, 5. Tis 
irreconcileable with Chriſtian Humility, the fa- 
vourite Virtue of the Goſpel, and the very Founda- 
tion of the ſpiritual Edifice of a Chriſtian Life : for 
what more intolerable Pride and Self-conceit can 
there poſſibly be, or rather, what more extravagant 
Madneſs, than for any one private Chriſtian, to 
think himſelf wiſer than the whole Church of Chrift? 
And what was it elſe but this way of proceeding, 
that has been the Parent of all both ancient and 
modern Hereſies? all pretending tb the Scriptures ; 
and fathering the extravagant FroduRtions of their 
.own Brain, upon the Word of God, as interpreted 
;by. themſelves ; but all of them condemned by the 
orthodox catholic Chriſtians, by the Word of God 
as interpreted by the Church of God. Which by 
the Authority ſhe has received from him, has ever 
anathematized all new Opinions, as contrary to 
the Goſpel delivered to her: and never allowed 

any of theſe Innovators to appeal from her Deciſions 
to the Letter of the Scripture, as interpreted by 
. themſelves. 


8 E C . V. 


"The Methodiſts pretended Aſſurance of their own 
Tuftification, and their eternal Salvation, is no 
true Chriſtian Faith; but @ mere Illuſion and 
groundleſs Preſumptian. | 


TH IS follows from all that has been already de- 
_ *® monſtrated, in the foregoing Sections. For if 
the Meibodiſis be not the true People of God; if 

their Teachers be not the true Minifters of Chriſt, 
* ROT 
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nor ſent by him ; if by their Fruits they be found 
to be rather Wolves in Sheeps Cloathing, than true 
Shepherds ; and if their Rule of Faith deſtroy all 
true Chriſtian Faith, and produce in its ſtead no- 
thing but human Opinions, a Variety of Errors, 
and endleſs Confuſion ; it muſt of courſe be evi- 
dent, that they can have no true Chriſtian Faith of 
the Remiſſion of their Sins, and of their Zu/trfica- 
tion; much leſs of their eternal Salvation; and 
that their pretended Aſurance can be no better than 
mere Illuſion, and groundleſs Preſumption. | 
The fame is further, evidenced, becauſe nothing 
can be to any Chriſtian at this Time the Object of 
divine Faith, but what is divinely revealed; nothin 
but what is taught by the Word of Gd; — i 
but what was taught by the Apoſtles ; and receiv 

and believed by the primitive Chriſtians. Now 
that Mr. #/—if—d, or Mr. -, or any of 
their Followers, . ſhould have their Sins forgiven to 
them ; or that they ſhould be juſtihed, and prede- 
ſtinated to eternal Salvation; is no where divinely 
revealed; the Mord God ſpeaks nothing of them ; 
the Apoſtles, and primitive Chriſtians never knew 
there ſhould be any ſuch Men; much leſs that they 
ſhould be of- the Number of the Juſt, and of the 
Predeſtinate : therefore their Aſſurance of their own 
Juſtification, and Predeſtination to eternal Life, can 
be no Act or Aﬀent of divine Faith; but only an 
Illuſion of the Enemy, or a Preſumption of their 
own Spirit, miſtaken for the Spirit of God. 

For although the Word of God promiſe indeed 
eternal Life, through Jeſus Chriſt, to all, that with 
Faith and good Works ſhall continue to the End in 
obſerving the Conditions of the Covenant of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; it no where promiſes to any particular Chri- 

f ſtian, 
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ſtian, that he ſhall: be of that happy Number, who 
mall thus perſevere to the End: much leſs does the 
Word of God inſiſt on his believing this, with an. 
abſolute Aſſurance as an Article of divine Faith, 
So far from it, that it frequently inculcates to Chri- 
ſtians a wholeſome Fear, left they ſhould not conti- 
nue in Goodneſs to the End, and therefore ſhould be 
finally cut V, and loſt for ever. See Rom. xi. 20, 
21, 22. 1 Cor. x. 12. Philip. ii. 12, &. 
In like manner although the Remiffion of Sins, 
and Zuſtification through Jeſus Chriſt, be an Ar- 
ticle of the Chriſtian's Belief, revealed in the Word 
of God, in many Places: yet this Remi ſſion of Sins, 
and Juſti fication, is no where promiſed to any other 
Society but that of the true People of God; that 
ia, to the Children of the true ancient apoſtolic 
Church of Chriſt : therefore the new raiſed Sect of 
the Methodiſis, who have no Communion with, 
nor Succeſſion from the Apoſtles, have no ſhare in 
this Promiſe : the Scripture ſpeaks not of them, nor 
to them. ke - 157 

Again this Remi ſſion ins, and Fuſtification 
— Chriſt, is Lacy Libr in the Won of 
God, to ſuch as come to Chriſt with the neceſſary 
Diſpoſitions of true Chriſtian Faith, Hope, Love, 
and Repentance ; and who take along with them, 
atleaſt in Deſire, the Uſe of the Sacraments of divine 
Appointment, with a full Determination of keeping 
henceforward all the Commandments, and living up 
to the Goſpel of Chriſt. But by what Text of the 
Scripture, can the Methodiſt be aſſured that he has 
ever had all theſe neceſſary Diſpoſitions: he who 
in. reality is void even of true Chriſtian Faith; 
which is the firſt Condition of all to come at Chriſt; 


becauſe he believes by Humour, and not by * 
u- 


1 
Authority: his Faith is 1 human In- 
ventions; and not upon divine Revelations. | 
Befides if it be the Methodifts 8 
TFuftification by Faith; that in order to be juſtified, 


they muſt with an abſolute Aſſurance believe them- 


ſelves juſtified ; and that they are jufirfred” by this 
Belief: I thould be glad to know of them whe« 
ther this Faith go before their e as the 
Cauſe ſhould go before the Effect ; or whether 

be 7u/tified before they have this Faith, by whi 
they believe themſelves ju/tified. If they ſay, they 
are juſtified before they have this Faith; they are 
not then Ju/tified by this Faith; ſince they are zu 
before. But if this Faith of their being fuſtiſed 
go before Juſtiſfcation as the Cauſe of it, they are 
deſired to inform the Chriſtian World, how oo 
are by this Faith to believe themſelves jufified, 


when as yet they are not juſtified, fince it is this 
. ſame Faith, that is to ju/fify them. This Riddle 


they are deſired to expound at their leiſure, to th 
Satisfaction of the Public. 

But ſome one may ſay, are not all Chriftians 
commanded to hope for the Remiſſion of Sins, and 


for Grace, and Salvation through Jeſus Chriſt : and 


have we not all as ſtrong Grounds for our Hope in 
God, as we have for our Faith; viz. the almighty 
Power, Mercy and Goodneſs of God, the Truth of 
his divine Promiſes, and the infinite Merits of Jeſus 
Chriſt our Redeemer ? why then is not our Hope 
as infallible as our Faith; fince it is built upon ſuch 


ſtrong Grounds as cannot fail ? 


Anſiber. Divine Hope, as far as it is grounded on 
God, is indeed infallible : becauſe his Power, Mer 
and Goodneſs is infinite; the Merits of Jeſus Chri 


are infinite; and his Promiſes cannot fail. But 


then 


er 


_ 
lt... i — 
—— — — 


Fruits of the Spirit, that they are at preſent in the 


20 

then theſe Promiſes, as far as they relate to the For- 
giveneſs of our Sins, our Juſtification, and our eter- 
nal Salvation, are all, conditional that is,, they are 
made to us upon Condition, that we perform, on 
our Part, what God expects from us, by our obey- 
ing his Calls, correſponding with his ——— and 
continuing faithful to the End, Now though we 
are #nfallibly aſſured that God on his Part will not 
fail us, if we fulfil theſe: Conditions; we cannot 
be infallibly-aſſured that we on our part, ſhall fulfil 
theſe Conditions: and therefore we are taught to 
Join Fear with our Hope; and an humble Diſtruſt 
of ourſelves, with our Confidence in God. 

But why may not the Methodiſis apply to them- 
ſelves, what is ſaid by St. Paul, Rom. viii. 16. of 
the Spirit witneſſing with our Spirit, that we are the 
Children of God ? and why may they not ground 
their infallible Security of their Juſtification and 
Salvation upon this Text? - 

Anſiuer. Becauſe St. Paul does not at all ſpeak of 
them, nor to them: they and all new Sectaries are 
quite out of the queſtion, for he ſpeaks to the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, the Diſciples of the Apoſtles; he 
ſpeaks to the true Faithful, the obedient Children of 


the apo/tolic Church; who humbly follow their 
Church Guides: be ſpeaks, as it is clear from the 
whole Context, to ſuch as live not after the Fleſh, 


but are perfectly mortified; and led by the Spirit of 
God ; the Spirit of Adoption, and Love; and who 


fuffer with, and for Chrift, and to ſuch as theſe, 


living in Unity, Humility, Docility, Obedience, 


and Charity, the Spirit of God beareth Witneſs with- 


in them, that they are the Children of God: viz. by a 
moral, and highly probable Aſſurance, from all theſe 
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State of Grace, and in the Way of eteryal Salyationz 


(which is abundantly ſufficient. for their Comfort, 
and for the Peace of their Conſcience) though not 
with the infallible Certainty of divine Revelation; 
much leſs with an infallible Security of their Perſe- 
verance o the End, or of their everlaſting Happi- 
neſs : which our Lord, in order to keep us in Ha - 
mility, and to make us more earneſt in Prayer, and 
more diligent in all gend Worts, is not pleaſed uſual- 
ly to impart to the Faithful, during their mortal 
Pügrimage ; in which he would have all his Ser- 
vants to continue to the End; working out their own 
Salvation «with Fear and Trembling, Phil. ii. 12. 
giving ail Diligence io make their ea and Elec- 
tion AI. by advancing continually in good, by adding 
to their Faith, Virtue; and to Virtue, ledge; and 
to Knowledge, Temperance ; and to Temperance, Pati- 
ence ; and to Patience, Godlineſs ; and to G — 
Brotherly Kindneſs ; and to Brotherly Kindneſs, 
rity; 2 Pet. i. 5, 6, 7, 10. _ | Hh 
Neither muſt any of theſe new Sectaries pre- 
tend to apply to themſelves what the beloved 


Diſciple writes to the primitive Chriftians, in order 


to guard them againſt Seducers, 1 John ii. 20, 
21. Ye have an Unction from the holy One, and 
ye know all things — And the Anointing which ye have 
received of him, abideth in you :- and ye need not that 
any Man teach you : but as the ſame Anointing teach- 
eth you of all things, and is Truth, and is no Lie : and 
even as it has taught you, ye ſhall abide in him. For 
this is by no Means applicable to the Followers of 
any new Teachers; who have no ſhare at all in 
this Union of the rb od and againſt whom St. 
John here warns the Faithful, ver. 26. But what is 


here ſaid, is wholly addreſſed to the true — 
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of God's Church; who by remaining in her Com- 
munion, and under the Guidance of their lawful 
Paſtors, the true Miniſters of Chriſt, and thereby 
partaking of the Unction of the Holy Ghoſt, pro- 
miſed to the Church and her Paſtors, for ever; find 
here all neceſſary Knowledge and Inſtruction; ſo as 
to have no need to ſeek it elſewhere ; ſince it can be 
only had in that Gociety of which they are Members, 
And therefore the true Children of the catholic 
apoſtolic Church, can never want to be taught by 
any of theſe new Teachers; who under Pretence of 
imparting mere Knowledge to them, ſeek indeed to 
ace them: ſince they are ſufficiently taught alrea- 
dy by the Holy One; and have all neceſſary Know- 
and Grace, in the Communion of the true 
Church, together with the anointing of the Holy 
Spirit; which theſe new Teachers have no ſhare in, 


SEET VL. 
The true Seripture De&rine concerning | Juli ificat ion. | 


O the Law, and ta the. Teſtimany : if the {the 
* Methodiſts) ſpeak not according to this Ward, it 
is becauſe there is no Light in them, Uaiah viii. 20. 


I. Man having loſt original Innocence and Grace, 
by the Tranſgreſſion of Adam, by whom Sin entered 
into the World, and by Sin, Death, Rom. v. 12. both 
Sin and Death paſſed upon all Men; all were become 
unclean, (Iſaiah Ixiv. G.) and by Nature the Children 
ef Wrath, (Eph. ii. 3.) all were Servants of Sin, 
under the Power of the Devil, and under the Sen- 
tence of Death and Hell; from which they could 
not be delivered, neither by their own Free-will 
| | | (though 


Samer, ** Cor. i. 


though this was not Ba. Ay 


guiſhed by Sin) nor 
yet by any Works, either of the 


aw of Nature, or 


of the Law of Mofes. See — ii. vi. Sc. 


II. Wherefore in'order i all from the 


Slave of Sin and Satan, and from Hell; our 


good God, the Father of Merces, and the Gad of all 
3.) ſent down amongſt us, 
when the Fulneſs of bias Time was come (Gal. iv. 4.) 
his tn Son Jeſus Chrift ; whom be had foreſhewn 
and promiſed long before to the Patriarchs and 
Prophets, as well before the Law, as under the 


Law, to the end that he might redeem-nat only the 


Jews, who were under the Law); but that the Gen- 
tiles alſo who followed not - Righteouſneſs, fbould 
attain to 2 7 { om. ix. 30.) and that 
both the one Sort and the other, ſnhould receive the 
Adoption as of Children; through him, 0 mm Ga 
hath ſet forth to he a Propitiation through Faith in his 
Blond, (Rom. iii. 25.) for the Remiſſton of our Sins, 
and not for ours only, but alſo for the EN 
Wirld, 1 St. John i ii. 2. 


III. But although the Son of God incarnate for 


us, died indeed for all, (2 Cor. v. 14, 15.) and ſhed 


his precious Blood, for purchaſing Mercy, Grace, 
and Salvation for all Men, (i Tim. ii. 4, 6, 6.) 
ar all are not juſtified ; nor ſaved by his Death; 

ut only thoſe to whom the Merit of his Paſſion i is 


4er by the Grace of Negeneration, by which 
they, who were born in Sin, and Children of 


Wrath, receive a new Birth; and are tranſlated from 


_ the Pawer of Darkneſs, into the Kingdom of God's be- 


loved Son,' in whom we have Redemption through this 


Blood, the Forgiveneſs of our Sins, (Coloſ. i. 13, 


14 


T 24 

*r4.) Now this Tranſlation from the State of Sin, 

an which a Man is born, a Child of the firſt Adam, 

to the State of Juſtice and Grace, and to the Adop- 

tion of a Child of God through the ſecond Adam, 
efus Chriſt our Saviour, is called Juſtification, and 


E not to be obtained under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, 


without the Sacrament of Baptiſm, or at leaſt the 


Deſire of it: according to that of our Lord, (John iii. 


5) Except a Man be born again of Water, and of the 
Ha Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. 


IV. This firſt Juſtification, with regard to ſuch 
as are grown up, mult take its Beginning from the 
-preventent Grace of God, through Feſus Chrift ; by 
-which, without any previous Merits of their own, 
they who before were turned away from God, are 
now called and excited to be converted to him, in 


order to their being juſtified by him. For which 
they are prepared, and diſpoſed, by certain Degrees; 
when being ſtirred up, and aſſiſted by divine Grace, 
and conceiving Faith by hearing, (Rom. x. 17.) 
they begin to turn towards God, believing all thoſe 
Things to be true, which have been by him reveal- 
ed and promiſed ; and particularly that capital Ar- 


ticle of the Chriſtian Faith, that the Sinner is Free- 


ly juſtified by God, by his Grace, through the Redemp- 
tion that is in 700 Chriſt, (Rom. iii. 24.) then 
knowing themſelves to be Sinners ; and thereupon 


being ſtruck with a wholeſome Fear of divine Juſ- 


tice they proceed to conſider the Goodneſs and 
Mercy of God, and thereby are raiſed up to Hope, 


- truſting that God will ſhew them Mercy, for the 
Sake of Jeſus Chrift ; and ſo they begin to love him, 
as the Fountain of all Good, and for the Love of 
bim are moved to hate and to deteſt their Sins; 
and by this Repentance for their Sins, to Popes 

them- 


— 


our own Strength, without the Grace of God, can 
have any Influence at all upon our Juſtification : 


| 25 
themſelves for their being waſhed from them by 
Baptiſm; which they 77 ſe to receive; reſolying 


now to begin a ne- Life; and henceforward. to 
keep all the divine Commandments. Of all theſe 
Diſpoſitions towards the Juſtiſication of the Sinner, 
there is frequent Mention in the Word of God; 
which ſometimes attributes his 1 to 
Faith ;. ſometimes, to the Fear of: the Lord; ſome- 
times to diuine Hope and Confidence in God; ſome- 
times to the Love God, and oftentimes to his Re- 
pentance; becauſe all theſe concur as Preparations 
towards the Sinner's Reconciliation with God, and 
the Remiſſion of his Sins, in the Sacrament of Bap- 
tiſm. . 


V. When therefore St. Pani affirms that we are 
juſtified by Faith, (Rom. iii. &c.) he means not to 
exclude thoſe others Diſpoſitions, as if Faith alone 
could juſtify the Sinner, without Hope, Love, and 
Repentance ,; or independently of the Sacrament of 
Regeneration, or Reconciliation: but he more par- 
ticularly 7 Faith; as being the firſt and moſt 
neceſſary Diſpoſition towards the Sinner's Juſtifica- 
tion, the Root of all our Good; and the firſt Foun- 
dation of our eternal Salvation: without, which tis 
impoſſible to pleaſe Gyd, (Heb. xi. 6.) or to come to 
the happy Society of his Children. X 


; VI. The ſame Apoſtle inculcates that we aur 
Juſtiſied Freely, and by Grace, (Rom: iii. 24, Hr.) 
ir/t, becauſe no Yorks of our own, or done by 


Secondly, Becauſe all the Diſpoſitions towards the 
Sinner's Juſtification, of - aith, Fear, Hope, Loye, 
| 1 


and 
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and Repentance, are all free Gifts'of God's Grace, 
Thirdly, Becauſe nothing that goes before the Sinners 
Tuftification, whether Faith, or good Works, can, 
properly ſpeaking, merit the Grace of Juſtification: 
for, ſince it is Grate, it is not of Works, otherwiſe 
Grace is no more Grace, ſays the Apoſtle, Rom. xi. 6, 
For how ſhould he that is not in the State of 
Grace, be in any Condition to merit his own Juſti- 
fication? This Grace muſt be given him, through 
the Merits of his Redeemer ; though not without 


the proper Diſpoſitions for it; which alſo muſt ori- 


ginally flow from the ſame Source of the Fountains of 
our Saviour. I 


VII. The Faith, which is ſo neceſſary, and 
which has ſo much Influence on the Sinner's Juſti- 
fication, according to the Scriptures; is not the 
 MethodifPs preſumptuous Confidence, in the Way of 
an abſolute Aſſurance, of the Remiſſion of his Sins, 
and of his Juſtification, and of his eternal Salvation, 
excluding that humble Fear, with which the Chriſ- 


tian is taught to work out his Salvation; (Phil. ii. 


12. Rom. xi. 20, &c.) as if the Sinner, in order to 


the Remiſſion of his Sins, muſt believe, without 


any Manner of Doubt, that he himſelf is actually 
juſtified; and that this ſame Belief is that which 


enſures to him the Forgiveneſs of his Sins, and his 


eternal Salvation. For the Word of God no where 
recommends any ſuch Faith as this: tis no Part of 


the Faith which was firſt delivered to the Saints, Jude 


none of the Saints, or of the ancient Fathers, 


ever knew of any ſuch Faith + it was never heard 


of in the Church of God, for fiſteen hundred Vears: 
and fo far from its being taught in the Scriptures, 
tis evidently condemned by them in many Places; 

Rl | as 
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as we have ſeen above, Sect. iii. & v. Bat the 
Faith which is ſo much inſiſted upon, by the 
Word of God, as the Groundwork and Foun- 
dation of all our Good, is a firm Bekef of all thoſe 
things that God has any ways revealed or promiſed 
8 which the principal Point is that of our 


edemption through Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God) 
tis a Cloſe Adheſion of the Soul to all theſe divine 
Truths, as coming from the eternal Truth: tis a 
ſtrong Aſſent; a bowing down of the Soul to all 
that God has taught, how much ſoever it may 
be above our Comprehenſion and Underſtanding. 
This is Scripture Faith; to ſuch Faith as this the 
Apoſtle attributes the 7u/trfication of Abrabam, the 
great Father of the Faithful (Rom. iv. Gal. iii. 
Heb. xi.) and not to his befieving himſelf gu/lified, 
To this kind of Faith he gives thoſe great Enco- 
miums, Heb, xi. This was it, as we learn from 
that whole Chapter, that brought forth fo many 
wonderful Fruits in the ancient Saints; and made 
them the Friends, and Favourites of God. But 
as for the new invented Faith of the Methodiſts, 
the Saints were all Strangers to it: it had no In- 
fluence at all upon their SnQification: the Spirit 
of God taught them no ſuch Way to Heaven. 


VIII. The Sinner's Ju/tificaton does not conſiſt 
in a mere Imputation of the Fuftice of Chrift; as 
if the juſtiſied Chriſtian were not juſt indeed before 
God, by receiving of him, through the ' Merits of 
Jeſus Chriſt, Grace and Charity, Juſtice and San- 
ctity within his own Soul: but that only the Faftice, 
with which Chriſt is /, were imputed to him; 
and that he ſtill in himſelf remained unit. For 

; * : though 


Blood, was not merely that his ] 
- imputed to us, but that through his Merits we our- 
ſelues ſhould be made holy and 5ſt by his divine 


though it be true, that Chriſi is made to us of God, 
Miſdim and | Righteouſneſs, Sanctißcation and Re- 
un (1 Cor. i. 30.) inaſmuch as he by his Paſ- 

ſion and Death, has merited all this Good for us: 
yet the Scripture is very clear and expreſs, that 
what Chriſt has purchaſed for us by his precious 
allice ſhould be 


Charity, or the Lowe .of God being ſhed abroad in 


au Hearts;)by the Holy Ghoſt which is given unto ut; 


Rom. v. 5. and by the Sandification and Renova- 
tion of our inward Aan; by our being made the 
lwing: Temples of the living God, by his Holy Spirit 
dwelling in us, 1 Cor. iii. 16. by our being waſh- 
ed, ſanctiſiad, (1 Cor. vi. 11.) anointed ;. — fealed 

th the Holy Spirit of Promiſe, which is the Ear- 
weſt of our Inberitance, (Epb. i. 13.) &c. fo chat 


in conſequence. of our Zu/{ification we ſhould pt 


only be called or reputed ; but be in very Truth 


the Sens f God; by the Seed of his Grace e- 
maining in us; 1 John iii. 1, 2, % to omit many 
other Texts of Scripture to the like effect: from 
all which it is very plain that our Juſtification, 
according to the Word of God, is quite another 
thing than a mere Imputation of the Juſtice of 
Chriſt. 


IX. Aſter we are thus ju/tified, by receiving of 


God, through! the Merits of our Redeemer, his 
ſanctifying Grace in our Souls, together with the 


divine Virtues of Faith, Hope, and Charity, in- 


ſuſed into us 3 and thereby are made the Friends 
af God, and of his Houſhold, yea bis Habitation 
| | through 
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through the Spirit, (Eph. ii. 15, 16, 19, 22.) we 
are enabled to advance ſtill more and more in 
all Virtues; and as the Apoſtle ſays (2 Cor. iv. 


16.) to be renewed, day by day, in the inward. Ilan; 
and by maroon our Members which: are upon the 
Earth; (Col- iii. 57) and. yielding them now as In- 
ftruments of Righteouſneſs unto Holineſs ; (Rom. vi. 
13, 19.) and by a diligent Obſervance of all his 
Commandments.; our Faith cooperating with our 
good Works, and:being perfected 1 (James 
I. 22.) we grow in Fuftic and Sanctity by the 
Help of divine Grace; and are ſtill more and 
more juſtified and ſanctiſied; (Revel. xxii. 11.) 
And of this kind of Juſtificatian, 8. James ſpeaks, 
when he ſays, (chap. ii. 24.) that by Works a Man 
is juſtified; and not by Faith only. And thus it is 
ealy to reconcile the ſeeming Contradiction, which 
is between this Apoſtle, and S. Paul; when the 
one denies we are juſtified by Works z which the 
other affirms: for S. Paul ſpeaks of the firſt Ju- 


fiification, by which the Sinner is tranſlated from 


the State of Sin to the State of Juflice: and the 
Wirks he excludes are dead Works, done ante- 
cedently to Faith and Grace; which indeed are 
of no Value in the Sight of God, and have no 
Influence at all upon the Sinner's Juſtification: 
whereas 8. James ſpeaks of that kind of Juſti- 
fication, by which he that is j already is made 
ſtill more juſt; which was the Caſe of Abraham 
effering his Son Iſaac upon the Altar, which he 
mentions ver. 21. and the Mori he ſpeaks of 
are //Yorks animated by Faith, and Grace. 
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X. The Chriſtian who has been truly Hi 
fied, muſt not therefore flatter himſelf, as if he 
were abſolutely ſecure of never falling from Juſtice 
and Grace by mortal Sin: or were infallibly ſecure 
of his eternal Salvation. David and Peter were 
both of them juſtified : yet both of them fell into 
mortal Sin: the one by Adultery and Murder; 
the other by denying his Maſter. Wherefore 8. 
Paul admoniſhes the juſtified Chriſtian, who lands 
ty Faith, not to be high minded, but to fear ; leſt 
he fall from his Juſtice; and fall even in ſuch 
manner, as to be eternally cut ; and another 
be engrafted in his place, and take his Crown. 
See Rom! xi. 20, 21, 22. 1 Cor. x. 12. Revel. 
iti, 11. For no one, without a ſpecial Revela- 
tion (which God does not uſually impart to his 
Servants, as not being expedient for; them) can 
be, abſolutely certain, either of his eternal Elec- 
tion, or of his final Perſeverance. Both the. one 
and the other is a free Gift of divine Grace: 
which as God has promiſed. to no Man, ſo he 
_ denies to no Man once ' juſtified, who does not, 
by his own Free-will, withdraw himſelf from his 
3 : for God's Juſtice and Grace never for- 
fake them, who do not firſt forſake him; by wil- 
fully caſting away from themſelves that heavenly 
Seed of God in them, which otherwiſe remaining. in 
them would have effectually preſerved them from 


deadly Sin; 1 John iii. . 


Kl. The juſtified Chriſtian is not to imagine bim- 
ſelf excuſed, by his Chriſtian Liberty, from keep- 


ing all the divine Commandments : which to them 
| who 
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who are truly ju/?, are not only made poſſible, b 

God's. rt e alſo" ſweet 120 eaſy, 7 
bis Iove, Matt. xi. 30. 1 John v. 3. And no 
Man can be truly ju, no man can be in the Way 
to eternal Life, who does not keep the Command 
ments. P thou wilt enter into Life keep the 
Commandments,” (Matt. xix. 17.) Fa Man love 
me, he will keep m Words, and my Father will love 
him, &c. (John xiv. 23.) This is the Love of God 
that toe keep his Commandments, (1 John v. 3.) He 
that faith, I know God, and ' keepeth not his Com- 
mandments, is a Liar, and the Truth is not in him, 
(chap. ii. 4.) Conſequently, no Man can be truly 
juſt, no Man can be in the State of Grace, or in the 
Way of Salvation, Who is guilty of deadly Sin in 
any Kind. Little Children, let no Man decerve you : 
he that doth Righteouſneſs is righteous, even as he is 
righteous: he that committeth Sin 1s of the Devil; for 
the Devil ſinneth from the Beginning, (1 John iii. 7,8.) 


And as no Man can be truly juſt, or in the State 


of Grace, or in the Way to eternal Salvation, who 


: 


does not keep that t and greata of all the Cam- 


mandrments, of loving God abave all Things ſo nei- 
ther can any Man be in the State of Juſtice, Grace, 
or Salvation, who does not alſo keep that other great 
Commandment; which our Lord ſo much infiſts 
upon, in the Goſpel, of loving our Neighbours as owr- 
ſelves ; fo as to except no Man living from our 
Charity, Faith without Charity will avail us 
nothing, 1 Cor. Xill. 7 | 10 Re 


XII. Wherefore whoſoever after having been 


Juſtified, breaks any one of the Commandments, by 
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adadiy Sin, preſently falls from the State of Juſtics 
and Grace, (which cannot ſtand with deadly Sin) 
and at the ſame time forfeits eternal Life, and incurs 
the Guilt of everlaſting Death. Let no Man there - 
fore deceive himſelf, or ſuffer himſelf to be deceived 
by any other, into a Perſuaſion, that, provided he 
do but believe, he may ſtill remain in God's Fa- 
vour, and be ſecure of his Salvation; notwithſtanding 
his breaking the Commandments by wilful Sin: the 
Word of God gives no ſuch Security, (ſee Gal. vi. 
7, 8.) So far from it, that it expreſsly declares to the 
Cerinthians (1 Cor. vi. 9, 10.) Be not decerved: 
neither Fornicators, nor Idolaters, nor Adulterers, nor 
Effeminate, nor Abuſers of themſelves with Mankind, 
nar Thieves, nor Couetous, nor Drunkards,. nor Ke- 
Pers, nor Extortioners, ſhall inherit the Kingdom of 
Ged. And to the Galatians, (chap. v. 10, 20, 21.) 
that the Horks of the Fleſh are manifeſt, which are 
theſe, Adultery, Fornication, Unclearineſs, Laſciviouſ- 
neſs, Idelatry, Witchcraft,, Hatred, Variance,. Emula- 
tion, Wrath, Strife, Seditioms, Hereſies, Envyings, 
Murders, Drunkenneſs, Revellings, and ſuch like : of 
which I tell you before, as I have alſo told you in time 
paſt, that they who do ſuch Things ſhall not inherit the 
Kingdom of God. Hence Rev. xxi, 8. it is written, 
that the Fearful (who fear any thing more than God) 
and Unbelteving, and the Abominable, and Murderers 
and I horemongers, and Sorcerer's, and Idolaters, and all 
Liars, fhallhave their Part in tbe Lake, which burneth 
with Fire and Brimſtone, whit is the ſecond Death. 


XIII. Now amongſt the deadly Sins, inconſiſtent 
with the State of Juſtice and Grace, and excluding 
the Soul from the Kingdom of God, the e 

reckons 


reckons Hereſyand Sehiſm (as may be ſeen, Gai v. 20. 
Rom. xvi. 17, 18. Tit. ili. 10, 11, &c.) that is, Sees in 
Religion; either wilfully oppoſing ſome Part of the 
divine Revelation, by obſtinately denying one or 
more of the Truths, which God has taught; which 
is the Sin of Hereſy: or wiltully breaking off from 


the Communion of God's Church; and withdraw- 


ing one's ſelf from the Obedience and Subordina- 
tion, due, by the Law of God, to its Prelates and 
Paſtors ;; which is the Sin of Schm. The one is a 
grievous Crime againſt Faith, and a Contempt of 
God's Truth: the other is a grievous Crime againſt 
Brotherly Love, and Charity, and a Contempt of 
the Authority eſtabliſhed by God: therefore, both 
the one and the other, involye the Guilt of High 
Treaſon againſt the divine Majeſty. This bein 

inconteſtably the Doctrine of the Word of God, 
which gives no Quarter to. thoſe who wilfully 
refuſe to believe what God teaches, (He that 


believeth not, ſhall be damned, Mark xvi. 16.) nor 
to any who reſi} the Power (ſpiritual or tempo- 


ral) ordained by God: for they that reſiſt, ſhall receive 
to themſelves Damnation, Rom, xiii. 1, 2. It be- 
hoves all, who follow new Teachers, or who are 
engaged in new-raiſed Communions, reſuſing Obe- 
dience and Subjection to the ordinary Paſtors of 
God's Church, Succeſſors of the Apoſtles; to look 
well to themſelves, and to provide for their own 
Souls, * examining before God, if they, 
or their Teachers, are not involved in any Part of 


this deadly Guilt, which nothing but invincible Igno- 
rance can excuſe; (and how can their Ignerance be 
invincible, if they will take no care to examine ipto 
the Grounds of their Religion) ſor the; Scripture 
tells us, there is a May that ſcemeth right to a Mans 
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but the Ents thereof, are the Ways of Death, Prov, 
xvi. 25. Aud that if the Blind lead the Blind, both ſhall 
Fall into the Ditch, Matt. xv. 14. So that to think 
it a Matter indifferent, whether one be in the right 
Religion, or no; whether one follow and obey the 
Church Guides of divine Appointment, or falſe 
Prophets in Sheeps Cloathing ; whether the Doctrine 
one profeſſes be God's Truth, or an Invention of 
the Father of Lies; in fine, whether one be in the 
Communion of the true Church of Christ, or in that 
of an heretical, or ſchiſmatical Congregation ; muſt 
needs be a moſt dangerous and pernicious Error. 


XIV. But although Here and Schiſm, and in 
general, every deadly Sin, incurred by a wi Breach 
of any of the Commandments, whether by Com- 
miſſion or Omiſſion, by Thought, Word, or Deed, 
be utterly inconſiſtent with the State of Juſtice and 
Grace, and with the eternal Salvation of the Soul: 
yet we are not therefore to imagine that the 7 
can paſs this mortal Life, without Sin: For we al 
offend in many Things, James iii. 2. And if we ſa 

we have no Sin, we deceive ourſelves, and the Trut 

74 nat in us, 1 John i. 8. And therefore the 7 
are taught by our Lord, to pray daily for the For- 
giveneſs of the Treſpaſſes and Sins, into which, 
through human Weakneſs, they daily fall (Marr. 
vi. 12. Luke xi. 4.) But then theſe are not deadly 
and mortal Sins; but rather Imperfections, or 
light and venial Offences ; which deſtroy not the 
Life of Grace in the Soul ; and therefore may well 
ſtand with Chriftian Juſtice. Neither is the juſtified 
Chriſtian exempted from experiencing in himſelf that 
Conflict between the Fleſh and the Spirit, of which 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks, (Rom, vii. and Gal. v. 17.) _ 
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that unhappy Inclination to Evil, which he calls the 
Law of Sin, (Rom. vii. 23.) But then as long as 
the Chriſtian fights manfully againſt all thoſe evil 
Motions of Paſſion or Luſt, they cannot hurt his 
Soul; but rather they give him Occaſion of Vic- 
tory, and of a more glorious Crown: And though, 
by a Figure of Speech, they be called din; becauſe 
they are the unhappy Conſequences of the Corrup- 
tion of our Nature by original Sin, and becauſe 
they violently incline us to /n; yet in ſuch as give 
no Conſent to their Suggeſtions and Temptations, 
they are not properly Sins. For to ſuch as theſe, 
there is now no Condemnation; to ſuch. as are in Chriſt 
Feſus, who walk not after the Fleſh, but the Spirit, 
(Rom. viii. 1.) who are buried with: Chrift by Bap- 
tiſm into Death, (Rom. vi. 4.) who have put off the 
old Man with his. Deeds, and put on the new Man, 
which after God is created in Righteouſneſs and trus 
Holineſs, (Eph. iv. 22, 24. Col. iii. 9, 10.) and 
who are now made by Grace holy, innocent, unde - 
filed, pure and clean, beloved Children of God, 
Heirs of God, and joint Heirs with Chri/?. For to 
ſuch as theſe, as lone as they eaſt not away the 
Grace of God, by wilfully conſenting to 'Tempta- 
br all Things work together far good, Rom. viii. 


XV. The Chriſtian, who, by deadly Sin, has 
forfeited. the Grace of God, and his Chriſtian Juſ- 
tice, and fallen under the Power of the wicked one; 
though he can no more be bern again by Mater and 
the holy Spirit, becauſe he can be baptized no more, 
may, nevertheleſs, be re- inſtated in the Grace of 
God, and juſtified again, upon his. returning by 

[7 F ALI act] Penitence, 
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el 24182 If! c 4% 11:39. Mont your dey uch 
Prnitence, from the Huſks of the Swine, to his mer 
eiſul Father, and confeſſing his Sins, with the Diſ- 
poſitions of Faith, Fear, — Love, and Repen- 
tance; and may have the Guilt of his Sins remit- 
ted to him by an Alſalution, given him in the Name 
of Chriſt, and by virtue of a Power, and Commiſ- 
non, derived from Chriſti, who has entruſted the 
Paſtors of his Church with the Keys of Heaven; 
(Matt. xvi. 19.) and with the general Power of 
binding and loſing, (Matt. xviii. 18.) And has ſaid 
0 them; 'As my Father hath ſent me, even fo I ſend 
you i—Receror ye the Holy Ghoſt : whoſeſoever Sins ye 
remit, they are remitted unto them : and whoſeſarver Sins 
ye retain, they are retained, John xx. 21, 22, 23. 


XVI. Although Man's Free-wilt can do nothing 
towards his Juſtification, or Salvation, except it be 
prevented and aſſiſted by the Grace of God, (John 
xv. 5, &c.) yet it is not therefore loft or extinguiſnh- 
ed: but concurs on its Part, with God, by giving 
its free Conſent to the Motions of his divine Sracs ; 
and by working _— with his Grace, by a due 
Correipondence, For he that made us without our 
doing any thing towards it, will not ſave us with- 
oi t our Concurrence. And what Senſe would there 
be in all the Exhortations, Invitations, Reprehen- 
fions, &c. in holy Writ, if Man had not the 
free Will, and the Power of conſenting to, or diſ- 
ſenting from the Graces and Calls of God. Hence 
the good Works of a Chriſtian, are both God's Works, 
and our Works: they are our Works, becauſe they 
are freely done by us; and we are rewarded for 
them: and they are God's Works, becauſe they are 
done by the Help of his Grace, who worketh * 2 
2 at 


good, Phil. ii. 13. 


bath to will and to accompliſh whatever we do of | 
; | 
XVII. The. juſtiſied Chriſtian muſt then labour 
by a perpetual Correſpondence with God's Grace, 
always to abound in good Works, knowing that his 
Labour is not in vain in the Lord, (1 Cor. xv. 52.) 
For God is not unjuſt to forget his Work, and the La- 
bour of his Love, which he has ſhewed towards his 
Name, in mini/lring to the Saints, (Heb. vi. 10.) And 
therefore he is called upon by the Apoſtle to remem- / 
ber his Labours and Sufferings for Chris, and to 
keep up his Confidence, which hath great Recompence 
of Reward, (Heb. x. 32, 33, 34, 35. For the 
ord of God ſets before us, and promiſes eternal 
Life, to as many as perſevere to the End in good 
Ilarks, with Hope and Confidence in Gad ; not only 
as a Grace purchaſed for them by the Blood of 
Chrift;' and an Inheritance into which ex gh to 
enter through his Merits; but alſo as the ages of 
their Labours in the Lord's Vineyard, Matt. xx. 
and the Reward, promiſed by God, and faithfully 
to be paid in due Time for their goed Forks. For 
this is that Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Apol- 
tle. (2 Tim. iv. 8.) ſays, was laid up for him by the 
Lord, that righteous Judge, to be given him at the 
great Day of the Lard ; and not only to him, but alfo 
to all them that love his Appearing : who has promiſ- 
ed to. render to every Man according to his Works, at 
that Day. See Matt, xvi. 27. Rom. ii. 6. Revel, 
XXII. 12. 


XVIII. Hence eternal Liſe is not promiſed in 
the Scriptures to Faith alone ; which if it work * 
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by Love and Charity (Gal. v. 6.) is barren, and 


_ profiteth 3 to Salvation; for Faith without 
ay 


orks is dead, ſays St. James ii. 14, 17, 20. But 
to the good. Horks of a juſtified Chriſtian, who is now 
made a living Member of 7eſus Chrift, and is en- 
grafted in him, and receives continually from him 
the heavenly Influence of his Grace, which goes 
before, accompanies, and follows all the Good he 
does; and makes it pleaſing and acceptable to God; 
the Reward of eternal Life is frequently promiſed, 
in the Word of God: as it is alſo to the patient 
ſuffering of Croſſes and Afflictions, for the Love of 
God; of which S. Paul ſays (2 Cor. iv. 17.) our 
keht Affiction, which is but for a Moment, WORKETH 
for us a far more exceeding. and eternal Weight of 
Glry.. Hence in the great Proceſs of the laſt 
Judgment, (Matt. xxv. 31, &c.) the eternal Doom 
both of the Sheep and of the Goats, will be decided 
* their Forks; particularly by the Works of 
ercy and Charity : and the Kingcom of Heaven 
will be given, as a Reward, to thoſe who have been 
diligent in good Yorks : whilft thoſe who have neg- 
lected good Works, ſhall be ſentenced to everlaſting 
Fire, for the. Omiſſion of them; and not for their 
Want of Faith. See alſo Matt. v. 12. x. 42. xvi. 
27. 2 Cor. v. 10. Heb. xi. 26. Rev, xx. 12, 13. 
XXxii. 12. . 
XIX. Neither divine Grace, nor Predeſtination 
unto good, ever lays Man's Free- will under any 
ſuch abſolute Neceſſity of chooſing that which is 
„ as to take away from him the Power of do- 
ing Evil: For, as we know, both from the Word 


of God, (Matt. xxiv. 37. Adds vii. 51, c. veg 
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and from daily Experience, Thouſands reſiſt the 


ſtrongeſt Graces of God, who wills that all Men 


ſhould be ſaved, and ſhould come to the Knowledge of the 
Truth, (1 Tim. ii. 4.) Fhouſands receive his Grace in 
vain, (2 Cor. iv. 1.) to their own eternal Perdition. 

XX. God does not predeſtinate any one, or incite 
any one, to the Evil of Sin, (James i. 13.) Every good 
Gift, and every perfect Gift, cometh dawn from him, 
(18 17.) but of the Evil of Sin he can by no 

eans be the Author, it has an infinite Repugnance 
to his SanCtity ; and as we learn from his Word, 
tis always an Abomination to him. And as God's 
infinite Sanity cannot predeſtinate any one to /in, 
ſo neither can his infinite Goodneſs or Juſtice pre- 
deſtinate any one to Hell, except it be in conſe- 
quence of the foreſight of deadly Sin unrepented of, 
and unforgiven. For nothing can be more irrecon- 
cileable with the Nature and Attributes of God, 
his Wiſdom, his Juſtice, his Holineſs, his Mercy, 
his Goodneſs, &c.” as repreſented in the holy Scrip- 
tures, and as contained in the very Idea of a God, 
infinite in all Perfections, than that blaſphemous 
Notion of Calvin, adopted, as tis ſaid, by ſome of 
the modern Sectaries, that God has created a. great 
Part ef Mankind on Purpoſe to damn them, without 
any previous Foreſight of their Sins, or Prevatica- 
tions. So that whoſoever advances, or maintains any 
ſuch monſtrous Tenet as this, whatever Cloathing 
he may affect to put on, is eaſily diſcovered and 
convicted, to be a Blaſphemer, and conſequently 
a falſe Prophet, a ravening Wolf, a Thief, a. Robber, 
and a Murtherer, who comes not to feed, but to 
deſtroy the Sheep; and therefore, he muſt be care- 
fully — and avoided by all Chriſtian 5 
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An Abſiradi of the Content; of this Section. N 


I. The Fall and Corruption of Man, by the Sin of 
the firſt Adam. Rom. v V. Ee. 


II. The Redemption and Reſtoration of Man, b 
the ſecond Adam, Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of 
Bid. Who died for us all, 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. 1 
Tim. ii. 4, 5, 6. 1 John ii. 2. 


III. The Death of Chri , 5 endured for all) 
does not effectually brin to be ſaved: but 

only ſuch as are — PR iden, by by being zorn 
again of Water and the Holy Spirit, John iii. 5. 

and thus are tranſlated from the Power of Dark- 


neſt 


o 
— 


— — 


with the Help of God's free 


42 
we 7 into the Kingdom od; God's beloved Son, &c, 
oloſ. i. 13. 


1 


IV. This Tranſlation ** Sin to Juſtice, is, called 
Juli ſcation; the firſt ſtep to which, in the 
Adult, is Paith ; — Ly which no one can 

either be juſtified, or ſaved : Heb. xi. 6. Rom. iii. 


Ee. 


v. This Faith, in order to uftfcation muſt take 
along with it alſo Hope. Love, Repentance, and 
the Uſe of the Sacraments, at leaſt the Defire of 
the Sacrament of Baptiſm, with a firm Purpoſe of 
a new Life, and of keeping all the Command- 
ments: for no Man can be jultified, where any 


Part of this Diſpoſition i is wanting, 


. 


VI. No Warks, which B before Faith, can have 


any Influence on our Zu/ification : nor can we 


make any one Step towards our e but 
ace: nor can 


we merit this Juſtification, either by Faith, or 1 
any thing that we can do, before we are Juſtific 
Kom. iii. 24, Oc. 


VII. The Faith, which the Scripture inſiſts upon 
as neceſſary to Juſtification, does not conſiſt in a 
confident 2 (ex luding all Manner of 
Doubt or Fear) of our being juſtified ; but only 


in a firm Belief of all that God has any ways re- 
vealed, or promifed ; as coming from the ſove- 
reign Truth: particularly with regard to our Re- 


demption, — Jefus Chri/t ; and the Mercy, 
race, 
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Grace, and Salvation, which is offered us through- 
him. Nom. ii. Gal, iii. Heb. xi. Sc. 1 


VIII. The Chriſtian's Juſtification is not a mere 
Imputation of the Juſtice of Crit: but an inte- 
rior Sanctification, and Renovation of the inward 
Man, by the Love of God being ſhed abroad in our 
Hearts by the Holy Gheft, which is given to us. 
Rom. v. 5. all this being merited for us by 7efus 


ake 

and Chrift. 

e of 

wof IX. The juſtified Chriſtian is enabled, by divine 

nd- Grace, to advance daily more and more, in Juſ- 

any tice and SanCity ; ſo as to be ſtill mere and 
| more ju/1ified and ſanctiſied: and thus he is ſaid 


by St. James to be ju/tified by Works ; not ſuch 
Works as go before Fuith, but ſuch as follow it. 


X. The juſtified Chriſtian, who at preſent fands by 
Faith, muſt not be high-minded, but fear, left other- 
wiſe he fall from this Juſtice, as many have done; 
and fall in ſuch Manner, as to riſe no more, but 
to be cut off for ever. Rom. xi. 20, 21, 22. 1 Cer. 
x. 12, ſo that no one, without a ſpecial Revela 
tion, can be abſolutely certain, either of his eter- 
nal Election, or his final Perſeverance. 


XI. The juſtified Chriſtian is not excuſed from 
keeping the Commandments, which to him are 


made eaſy by Grace. The Breach of any of them 
by wilful Sin, can never ſtand with Chriſtian 


Juſtice, or with the Love of God, or with the 
Salvation of the Soul. Matt. xix. 17. fobnxiv. 


23. 1 Jobn ii. 4. Chap. v. 3. 1 


1 4 


. All deadly Sins, by the repeated Teſtimonies 

of the Word of God, exclude as many as are 

uilty of them from any ſhare in the Kingdom of 

C 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. Gal. v. 19, 20, 21. Rev. 
XXI. 8. | 


i 


XIII. Amongſt the deadly Sins, inconſiſtent with 


* 
— — tet. 


Chriſtian Juſtice, Grace and Salvation, the Word 
of God reckons Hereſy and Schiſm, (Gal. v. 20. 
Rom. xvi. 17, 18. Tit. iii. 10, 11.) the Guilt of 
which, with the dreadful Conſequences: of it, 
oy juſtly be apprehended by the Authors and: 

5 | 


| lowers of any new Sect in Religion. 

XIV. Although no deadly Sin can be conſiſtent 

with Juſtice, Grace and Salvation; yet the Juſt 
during this mortal Life, are never wholly exempt 
from Sin; that is, from leſſer Faults and Imper- 
fections, (James iii. 2. 1 John i. 8.) for which 
we daily beg Forgiveneſs in the Lord's Prayer. 


»Neither are ny exempt from experiencing in 


themſelves, the Confli of the Fleſh againft the 
Spirit, in the irregular Motions of Paſſion or 
Luft : but theſe as long as they give no Conſent 
to them, are no Sins. See Rom. viii. 11, &c. c. 


XV. The Chriſtian, who has fallen from Juſtice 
and Grace by deadly Sin, may, nevertheleſs, with 
the prodigal Child, return to his Father, with 
the Diſpoſitions of a true Penitent, and be again 
juſtified ; receiving from him the Remiſſion of 
his Sins, by an Abſalutim given in his _— 

an 


be prevented and aſſiſted by God's Grace 
therefore quite dead, or extinguiſhed ; nor is it al- 


Labour as this is not in vain, 


„ $6” 55 
and by his Commiſfion. Matt. xvi. 19. Kin 
Jeolm xx. At, 22, 3. 8 


anl. Mars Pail, aeg fes oY 
towards: his Juſtification, or Salvation, except it 


is not 


together idle, but concurs by giving its free Con- 


ſent to Grace, and works together with God's 
Grace; yet ſo as to follow it, and not to go before 


it. 
XVII. The juſtified Chriſtian muſt then labour, by 
a Correſpondence with divine Grace, to abound 


in all good Works ; ; aſſuring himſelf that ſuch 

18 will entitle him, 
by virtue of the Promiſe of our great Maſter, to 
his Wages, even to the Crawn of Righteouſneſs, 
the happy Reward of eternal Life. See 1 Cor. xv. 
58. Heb. vi. 10. 2 Tim. iv. 8, Sc 


XVIII. Eternal Life (no where promiſed, in the 


Scriptures, to Faith) is often promiſed to the 


good Works of the Juſt z to their patient Suffer- 


ings ; and to their Perſeverance in good. And 


at the laſt Day all are to be judged according to 


their Works. See Matt. xxv. Oc. 


XIX. The Grace of God, or his Predeſtination, 


never determines any Man, in ſuch Manner to 
the Choice of Good, 


the Power of chooſing Evil, 


XX. Neither 


as to take away from him - 


© "you! 
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©" God with any fuch Proceed ings, 


n All his divine Attributes. | 
170 


edeſtinats,ordetermineany 
or decree Damnation 


the Foreſight of dead- 


. ned of, and unforgiven. It 
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